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By Brandt Life´s ´resident´ Interior Design professional, Gloria Sanchez, Puerta

At Tailored Living Interiors when 
we approach a design project, we 
start from the basics that design is 
highly personal. It is somebody else’s 
house that we are working with and 

Have you ever wondered why some 
interiors look amazing and others just 
don’t work? There is more than meets 
the eye to make an interior inviting 
& harmonious. In this article, we will 
disclose some of  the principles that 
we continuously use in our studio. I 
will divide the article into two parts, 
describing key principles during the 
planning stage and following in a 
later issue with principles to consider 
during implementation.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF 
GETTING THE RIGHT ´FEEL´

‘There is also an intuitive 
element that we very often 
refer to as the ´right feel,´ 

this is the sense we get 
when all of  the elements in 
the design fit well together.’ 

it should tell their family story. This 
is why our interiors vary from project 
to project depending on our client’s 
personality and preferences. However, 
if  you look closely, you will notice that 
independent of  the final look, they all 
respect certain rules. Some of  these 
might sound obvious, however, you 
would be surprised by the number of  
times that we have seen these issues 
missed out to the overall detriment of  
the project when non-professionals 
have been creating their interiors.

Paying attention to the following 
rules before you start making any 
purchasing decisions and then 
incorporating them into your 
planning process will help ensure that 
you end up with the interior you have 
been dreaming of.

Our first recommendation will be to 
define the overall style that you desire 
and images of  completed interiors 
are great to help you achieve this. 
In the old days, magazine cuttings 
were essential but these days it is so 
much easier online with the likes 
of  Pinterest and Instagram. In the 
studio, we often use them to help 
us communicate with clients and 
discover their style, by doing this, it 
will help you remain focused on what 
you are trying to achieve and will 
help you avoid mistakes along the 
way. 

Images - opposite page:

1. At Tailored Living Interiors we like to create 
intimate conversational areas that are cosy & 
inviting. We are not big fans of  distributing 
furniture around the room walls. Notice the rug 
enclosing the furniture composition.

2. Art work, accessories and sideboard 
beautifully in proportion.

3. A traditional style with a modern twist.

4. Dining table size and shape well proportioned 
to the size of  the room.

5. We designed the layout for this room around 
the fireplace.

6. An industrial chic style was applied to this 
project. 

Gloria Sanchez, Puerta, Interior Designer, 
Tailored Living Interiors
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own over a large and perhaps you´ve 
wondered why it doesn’t feel right? 

A lot of  this is mathematical, 
however, there is also an intuitive 
element that we very often refer to 
as the ´right feel,´ this is the sense we 
get when all of  the elements in the 
design fit well together. For example, 
when designing a room that has large 
windows and feels airy, consumers 
often sense that the room can take 
more furniture and it won’t feel 
packed and this is where the ´feel´ is 
essential as it is the hardest part to get 
right and this is where you may need 
the help of  an expert. 

INTERIOR DESIGNER

Start creating a short list to help 
you choose what products are right 
for you and once you begin the 
purchasing process you will find that 
the possibilities are endless in today´s 
market place.

However, before you start selecting 
furniture, think about proportions 
as some people begin searching for 
products that they like with no regard 
for this vital aspect. Please don´t 
overlook this discipline as proportion 
refers to how the items in the room 
will interact with each other and the 
architecture of  the room. Very often 
we see a small piece of  art on its 

Image above

Tailored Living Interiors applying a classic 
contemporary style. 
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The numerical part is very 
straightforward, for instance, we 
see a lot of  rug sizing incorrectly 
judged. The final rug dimension 
should always be proportionate to 
the furniture composition that they 
are framing. Where necessary, rugs 
are used to divide ground area so it´s 
essential to avoid a rug too small or 
large because if  the rug is too small 

it will only make the room appear 
smaller, too large and you will be 
infringing in the negative space of  
your room.

See the winter issue of  Brandt Life 
for part 2 of  planning your design 
project.

www.tailored-living.co.uk

Image below:

Striking the right balance between style and 
functionality in this room layout. Toy storage 
can seamlessly disappear when required. The 
rug size dimensioned for chairs to be away from 
the table.


